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It has been a great experience for me 
over the last year to begin engaging as 
junior vice president with some of the 
local section committees and attending 
local section meetings. Throughout 
my membership of the IRSE I have 
been actively involved in a variety of 
committees, but being London based 
never had the opportunity to get involved 
in a local section committee. Indeed, 
it has been a rare occurrence that I 
have been in the right area, at the right 
time, to attend a local section meeting. 
During 23 years of membership I had 
only actually attended a handful of local 
section presentations with the Scottish, 
Midland & North Western and Singapore 
sections – in most cases when I was 
the presenter! 

One of the things that has struck me 
whilst visiting local sections is the variety, 
interest and quality of presentations 
given. The organising committees, 
all volunteers, put in a huge amount 
of effort to find speakers, venues and 

sponsorship that enables a fantastic 
offering to their local members. However, 
given all of the previous IRSE News 
editorials on the topic of Continuing 
Professional Development CPD (that 
is, maintaining and developing one’s 
professional competence) I have been 
left wondering why more members aren’t 
taking advantage of this by attending 
their local events?

The IRSE Articles of Association state 
the objectives of the IRSE as “The 
advancement for the public benefit of 
the science and practice of signalling* 
by the promotion of research, 
the collection and publication of 
educational material and the holding of 
conferences, seminars and meetings....” 
* which means in all the equipment 
and systems (electrical, electronic, 
mechanical or software-based) methods, 
regulations and principles whereby the 
movement of railway or other traffic 
is controlled. This includes associated 
telecommunications systems.
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Our cover shows a ScotRail service in 
Princes St Gardens, part of Edinburgh 
Waverley Station signalling controlled 
locally from the BR 1970fs Edinburgh 
Signalling Centre. This replaced an 
LNER pre-war power signalling scheme 
with a GEC Geographical Interlocking 
which by the Railtrack era was suffering 
from rampant wire degradation, 
which was resolved in January 2004 
when new 2MHz SSI interlockings 
were commissioned. Subsequent 
remodelling of the west end of the 
station resulted in an extension to 
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the building and the commissioning 
of a Classic IECC in December 2006, 
which was subsequently extended to 
cover the entire control area of the 
original ‘Edinburgh and East of Scotland 
Resignalling’. The final stage in 2010 
being the re-opening of the Airdrie 
to Bathgate Rail Link, resulting in the 
Edinburgh IECC being connected to 
Yoker IECC at Drumgelloch, just to the 
East of Airdrie.
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I have been truly delighted to find that the 
sample of local sections I have visited so 
far are leading the way in delivering this 
objective. As I move into my year as senior 
vice president, and now have access to 
the recently formed London and South 
East Section, I intend to continue visiting 
local sections – and hope to meet with 
many more IRSE News readers when I do.

Daniel Woodland, senior vice president
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